
 In the January 2015 
Journal of the American Dental 
Association, the ADA Council 
on Scientific Affairs published 
a new article entitled  “The 
Use of Prophylactic Antibiotics 
Prior to Dental Procedures in 
Patients with Prosthetic Joints”.  
This article is designed to 
clarify the 2012 evidence 
based guideline that was 
published by the ADA and the 

American Academy of Ortho-
pedic Surgeons entitled 
“Prevention of Orthopedic 
implant infection in patients 
undergoing dental proce-
dures: Evidence—based 
Guidelines and Evidence Re-
port.” 
 Based on an updat-
ed literature review, the ADA 
is now recommending that 
prophylactic antibiotics not be 

administered to most patients 
with prosthetic joint implants 
prior to a dental procedure 
to prevent possible prosthetic 
joint infection.  There are pa-
tients with clinical circumstanc-
es that imply an elevated 
level of medical risk where 
prophylactic antibiotics should 
be considered.  The ADA rec-
ommends that the clinician use 
professional judgment based 
on a thorough evaluation of 
each patient in the decision 
process prior to prescribing 
prophylactic antibiotics.  Con-
sultation with the patient’s 
orthopedic surgeon is indicat-
ed when necessary.   
 Clinical and medical 
concerns that might indicate 
the need for prophylactic 
antibiotics include: 
1. For patients with a history 

of complications associat-
ed with their joint re-
placement surgery who 

are undergoing dental 
procedures that include 
gingival manipulation or 
mucosal incision. 

2. Medically compromised 
patients including, but not 
limited to, poorly con-
trolled diabetics and im-
munocompromised pa-
tients.   

3. Patients with 3 or more 
comorbidities which cre-
ate a significant medical 
risk.  

 The ADA has also 
taken into consideration the 
overuse of antibiotics.  There 
are significant potential 
harms of antibiotic use includ-
ing the risk of anaphylaxis, 
antibiotic resistance, as well 
as opportunistic infections like 
Clostridium difficile.  
 The OMSNIC Risk 
Management Committee sup-
ports the new guidelines cre-
ated by the  American Dental 
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Dental Fun Fact 

 

Did You Know... 

Most Redheads experience pain differ-

ently than the rest of us? Their hair 

color is caused by a mutation in the 

skin’s melanocortin–1 receptor 

gene, which may “inadvertently          

activate” similar receptors in the 

brain that process anxiety and pain, 

says  Anthony g. doufas of the Out-

comes research consortium of     clin-

ical anesthesiologists. 

Anecdotal evidence long held that 

redheads were harder to anesthetize.  

The consortium tested this theory 

and found that redheads required 

19% more gas for general                    

anesthesia. They’re also more          

sensitive to thermal pain and more   

resistant to local anesthesia. No 

wonder the Journal of the American 

Dental Association  reported red-

heads are” more than twice as likely” 

to avoid the dentist’s chair.   

-National Geographic June 2014 
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Dr. Brian Bovino Has Co-Authored an Article 

 

Management of Tooth Extraction in a  

Patient With a Rare Bleeding Disorder                 

Associated With Hermansky– Pudlak Syndrome: 

A Case Report 

By: Brian Bovino, DMD, et.al. 

 

J Oral Maxillofac Surg 73:219-223,2015 
  

To read this entire article please go to:  

http://www.pubfacts.com/author/Brian+Bovino 
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Prophylactic Antibiotics Update 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Triquetra-circle-interlaced.svg


“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” 

George Santayana 

Dr. Brian Simpson  
announces the twenty second meeting of the 

NANUET IMPLANT  STUDY GROUP 
 

Speaker:  Jack Horng, MD 
Director Bon Secours Sleep Disorder Institute at 

Good Samaritan Hospital, Suffern, NY  
 

Sleep Apnea 
 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 
Dinner: 6:30    Presentation: 7:00 — 9:00 pm 
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2 CE credits awarded by the  
Ninth District Dental Association 

Cost: $50.00 
To register, contact Marissa:  845-623-3497  
or email her at soms@drbriansimpson.com 

Association.  Our recommen-
dations is to thoroughly evalu-
ate each patient prior to pre-
scribing  prophylactic antibiot-
ics.   Consider consultation 

with the orthopedic surgeon 
for guidance as needed. 
    
 For more information on this 
article please visit; http://

jada.ada.org/article/S0002-
8177(14)00019-1/abstract     
   
 
 

       




